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The Spirit of Recovery
Whispering Pines Golf Club—Texas’ No. 1 course and No. 55
in America—is hosting three fundraisers for Harvey relief efforts
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“Golf can do such great
things to help people
who are in need.”

T

Whispering Pines GC Hosts Harvey Relief Fundraisers

—Stewart Cink,
Payne Stewart Award recipient

RINITY—Whispering Pines
founder and owner Corby
Robertson, Jr. caught the
spirit of giving more than 50 years ago.
Though he would go on to
All-America football stardom at the
University of Texas and a successful
business career, Robertson never forgot
the magical experience of going to
summer camp as a young boy.
It was the spirit of bonding
with others through competition and
teamwork that had an effect so profound that he and fellow Longhorn AllAmerica running back Chris Gilbert
decided to start their own summer
camp in 1968 while still in college.
Today, Camp Olympia on the shores
of Lake Livingston is ranked the
nation’s No. 1 summer sleepaway
camp with more than 8,000 boys
and girls attending each year.
“Chris Gilbert and I were juniors
at UT going into our senior season
and since we both had been to camp
as kids and wanted to start our own,
we borrowed $35,000 and got started,”
Robertson said.
“Chris’ dad was a builder so we
built eight cabins and mowed the field
and had 89 kids come to camp for two
different terms. That summer we went
straight from camp to football two-adays at Texas.”
The spirit of giving has never
been more on display than this year in
response to the devastation wrought by Hurricane Harvey on
Houston and the Southeast Texas Coast in late August.
While Whispering Pines is 100 miles inland and didn’t suffer
much damage, Robertson assessed the scope of the natural disaster
in his native Houston and Southeast Texas and the long recovery
effort that lies ahead.
He and the Spirit Golf Association board decided to postpone the
upcoming biennial Spirit International Amateur Golf Championship
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Whispering Pines Golf Club—Texas’ No. 1 course
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and instead offer up the state’s No. 1 course for three different
fundraising tournaments on Oct. 29, Nov. 3 and Nov. 4
to raise money for Harvey relief efforts.
Robertson’s hope is that the effort will inspire others to help
those in need.
“It was a very painful decision,” Robertson said. “This was to be
our ninth Spirit competition and we had already assembled our U.S.
team, but when you see this much heartbreak in Houston and on the
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$180 billion in damage.
“There are some desperate needs
in our community,” said Robertson, a
native of Houston. “We feel it’s the
right thing to do. Nobody feels good
View from the 14th green
about the hurricanes, but Houston
looking back toward the tee at
and the Gulf Coast has had the right
Whispering Pines Golf Club.
attitude—a can-do spirit.”
The Spirit Golf Association has
already made an initial contribution
of $200,000 to support three worthy
charity organizations with immediate
relief funding: United Way Relief
Fund ($100,000), Baylor College of
Medicine Teen Health Clinic program ($50,000) and Medical Bridges
($50,000).
The United Way Relief Fund is
100 percent dedicated to assisting
affected families stabilize long term,
providing food assistance, housing
guidance, financial and medical
counseling…anything it takes to
restore lives to a stable condition.
For an effort this massive, the
United Way has proven experience
to bring together local nonprofits,
business and community leaders,
faith and local government leaders
to best serve those in need.
There was also a traumatic
effect on the patients who rely on the
services at one of 10 Baylor College
of Medicine’s Teen Health Clinics.
“The overwhelming nature of the
event has cost many of our young
clients everything from the loss of
their homes, their jobs and the basic
fabric of their lives,” said Dr. Peggy
Smith, CEO of Baylor Teen Health
Clinics. “The clinic staff is most
grateful for this donation from the
Wheeler
Spirit Golf Association as it provides
immediate help in a way that reduces
Gulf Coast, you want to do something. And it makes sense because
stress and helps our youth rebuild their lives with dignity.”
The Spirit International was formed in the first place to help chariAs Harvey made its way into Houston, Medical Bridges
ties. So we feel like we have made the right decision to focus on
delivered specifically requested products to the George R. Brown
fundraising for the people affected by Harvey.”
Convention Center, which sheltered more than 10,000 evacuees,
Harvey made landfall three separate times in six days. During
until roads became so hazardous they could not continue. To date,
its peak on Sept. 1, a third of Houston was underwater. Total rainfall
Medical Bridges has donated over $570,000 in medical supplies to
reached 52 inches in some areas. The catastrophic flooding forced
over 50,000 people out of their homes and has caused more than
Continued on page 20
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Whispering Pines GC Hosts Harvey Relief Fundraisers

#1 Course in Texas
#55 Top Courses in U.S.
#11 Private Retreat in U.S.

Whispering
Pines GC

A golf club like no other

No. 2 tee

No. 2 green

No. 5 green
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rom the beginning, Whispering Pines Golf Club was never
going to be just another private club or golf course. Nor
would it be simply a private playground for the billionaire
philantrophist who founded it.
Corby Robertson, Jr. wanted The Pines to be something special.
And it has exceeded expectations in every conceivable way since it
opened in 2000 on Robertson’s family land northeast of Houston in
Trinity. Not only has the Chet Williams-designed layout been ranked
#1 in Texas almost every year since it opened, it is #55 in America’s
Top 100 courses and is the #11 private retreat in America.
But what truly makes Whispering Pines unique from any other
club is its philanthropic purpose. Whispering Pines is operated by
the Spirit Golf Association, a 501(c)(3) whose purpose is to raise
money for charity while using amateur golf to bring the world closer
together. While the course was still under construction, Robertson
spent a year working with the Internal Revenue Service to develop
a business structure for this to happen.
Annual memberships and sponsorships give members and sponsors access to a world-class golf retreat while raising money for
health-related causes. A portion of the annual memberships and
Spirit sponsorships are tax deductible.
“This is for love of the game,” Robertson once said. “This is
magic. I’m extremely proud of our accomplishments and thankful
for the philanthropic spirit of our members and sponsors. It’s
important to give back, and we do that here.”
To date, the SGA has donated over $12 million to beneficiaries
including The Spirit International Amateur Championship,
The First Tee Program, Baylor College of Medicine Teen Health
Clinics, Medical Bridges and The Immunization Partnership.
In addition to offering an idyllic championship course in a
serene, rural setting, Whispering Pines also features a spectacular
nine-hole short course, four fully furnished 4-bedroom cottages and
a magnificent clubhouse featuring stunning views of the property.
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Whispering Pines
Supports Harvey
Relief Efforts

D

ue to the devastating impact of Hurricane Harvey on
southeast Texas and ongoing recovery efforts, the Spirit
Golf Association and Whispering Pines Golf Club is holding three events to raise money for relief efforts.
In lieu of the biennial competition featuring the world’s top
amateurs, the No. 1 course in Texas and the No. 55 ranked course in
America is hosting three fundraisers to raise money for Hurricane
Harvey relief efforts.

Harvey Relief at The Pines Pro-Am
Sunday, Oct. 29
9:30 a.m. — Registration and practice
11 a.m. — Shotgun start, 27 holes
4:30 p.m.—Post golf reception and awards ceremony
27-hole fundraising event open to all North Texas Section PGA
and South Texas Section PGA pros—each team consists of one PGA
professional and three amateurs—$1,500 per team. Field limited to
first 27 teams to sign up. Contact your club pro to put a team
together. All event proceeds go to Hurricane Harvey Relief Fund.
Format: Combined one gross best ball and one net best ball on big
course added to nine-hole scramble score on The Needler. Golf
manufacturers are donating items for gift packages.

Spirit International Appreciation Outing
Friday, Nov. 3
9:30 a.m.—Registration and practice
11 a.m.—Shotgun start, 27 holes
3:30 p.m.—Post-golf reception, Preview Spirit/Hurricane Harvey
Video, Introduce Team USA and Present Awards
To extend appreciation to all 2017 Spirit Sponsors and to honor
Team USA selected players. A portion of each Spirit sponsorship fee
will be directed to Hurricane Harvey Relief Fund. Format: Two low
net best balls of foursome.

Membership Campaign Kick-Off Outing
Saturday, Nov. 4
9:30 a.m.—Registration and practice
11 a.m.—Shotgun start
Open to all SGA members to invite potential new members.
$500 for one guest/$1,000 for three guests. All entry fee proceeds
are directed to Hurricane Harvey Relief Fund. Format: Best-Ball
format with special contests on numerous holes.
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The Spirit medal ceremony

Paula Creamer captained the 2009 gold medal U.S. team that included
Jordan Spieth, Ben Martin, Lexi Thompson and Jennifer Johnson.

The Spirit International
Hall of Honor

S

ince its founding in 2001, The Spirit International Amateur
Golf Championship has brought together the top male and
female amateurs from around the world in a five-day
Olympic-style event complete with an International Village. In
the spirit of the game, lifelong friends are made and international
barriers are broken down in a game that is now global.
Since inception, many of today’s tour superstars have walked
the fairways at Whispering Pines. Following is an alphabetical list
of the players who have earned a place in The Spirit International
Hall of Honor by going on to win a professional event.
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Minea Blomqvist, FIN, 2003
Na Young Choi, KOR, 2003
George Coetzee, ZAF, 2005
Paula Creamer, USA, 2003
Jason Day, AUS, 2005
Martina Eberl, DEN, 2001
Ross Fisher, ENG, 2003
Oliver Fisher, ENG, 2005
Brooke Henderson, CAN, 2013
MacKenzie Hughes, CAN, 2011
Charley Hull, ENG, 2011
Felicity Johnson, ENG, 2005
Jennifer Johnson, USA, 2009
Martin Kaymer, GER, 2005
Joo-Mi Kim, KOR, 2001
Jessica Korda, CZE, 2007
Joost Luiten, NED, 2005
Ben Martin, USA, 2009

Matteo Manassero, ITA, 2009
Caroline Masson, GER, 2009
Edoardo Molinari, ITA, 2005
Francesco Molinari, ITA, 2003
Lorena Ochoa, MEX, 2001
Thomas Pieters, BEL, 2011
Hee Young Park, KOR, 2003
Dewi-Claire Schreefel, NED, 2003
Charl Schwarzel, ZAF, 2001
Ashleigh Simon, ZAF, 2005
Marianne Skarpnord, NOR, 2003
Brandt Snedeker, USA, 2003
Jordan Speith, USA, 2009
Lexi Thompson, USA, 2009
Yani Tseng, TWN, 2003
Peter Uihlein, USA, 2007
Daniel Willett, ENG, 2007
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Advantages of Membership

The Needler - No. 1

I

t’s ingenious, really. Where else can you be part of an exclusive
club with a world-class golf course and amenities, and have your
membership be tax deductible?
Today, the Spirit Golf Association and Whispering Pines Golf Club
is supported by 150 individual members throughout Texas and over
100 corporate and charitable members and tournament sponsors. All SGA
members make an annual contribution to the SGA. As a 501(c)(3) charitable
organization, a portion of annual membership contributions—ranging from
$10,000 to $35,000—are tax deductible.
Philanthropist Corby Robertson, Jr., spent his own money to build
Whispering Pines, but now it is a conduit for other philanthropic people
to enjoy club membership while raising money for health-related charities.
“What makes this place work is Corby,” said co-founder Chris Gilbert.
“You have to have a philanthropist who is willing to do extraordinary things
for everyone. If you don’t have Corby, you don’t have a Whispering Pines.
Corby has such a big heart to do remarkable things. I think all of our
members feel blessed to be able to play a small part in them.”
The SGA offers the following types of memberships.
Individual ($15,000 per year, includes 40 rounds)
Charitable ($25,000 per year, includes 66 rounds)
Corporate ($35,000 per year, includes 94 rounds)
National Individual ($10,000 per year, includes 26 rounds)
National Corporate ($25,000 per year, includes 66 rounds)
There is also now a Village Partner Program, in which members
and their guests have access to stay in one of the fully furnished 4-bedroom
cottages on the property to entertain clients, employees, friends or family.
“I founded Whispering Pines because of a desire to create a world-class
golf experience and benefit charity through golf,” Robertson said. “Fifteen
years later, Whispering Pines has grown in grace and stature and the dedicated members of The Spirit Golf Association offer continued support to our
core charities.”
For more information, contact Membership Director Bettiann Barnard
at bbarnard@spiritgolf.org or visit thespiritgolf.com.
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$119 Stay & Play
at Flying L Ranch!

Includes golf/cart, two meals, water park and kids
activities on this active Texas dude ranch. Save 40%
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various shelters and charitable organizations.
Citing the can-do attitude, Robertson said all
of us, especially those with celebrity status, might
do well to look at the example set by Houston
Texans football star J.J. Watt.
“When you see what a J.J. Watt can do, using
The scenic par-3 15th at
his celebrity status to raise more than $30 million,
Whispering Pines is one
of the most beautiful
it’s just amazing because his goal was $200,000,”
holes in Texas.
Robertson said.
“But people saw the suffering on TV and J.J.
gave them a chance to make a contribution. It
showed him the power of his franchise. Others can
do that as well, if they stop and think about the
power of their celebrity. If it catches on and goes
viral, like J.J., the beneficiary is charity.”
As to the rescheduling of the competition,
Robertson said it is yet to be determined whether
the event will be played in 2018 or 2019.
“We will either host the Spirit next year or
wait until the following year,” Robertson said. “But
we will definitely keep it in the fall because that’s
the best time, as it does not compete too directly
with the NCAA schedule. A lot of our players are
typically from college teams.”
The Spirit competition held every two years
features four-person teams of two men and two
women amateurs from 20 different countries. The
players stay in the cabins of Camp Olympia just
next door to the course. The “Olympic Village”
type arrangement fosters friendships among the
competitors that is unique in the golfing world.
“Advancing the amateur game is what we think
of as a noble cause,” Robertson said. “There is a lot
of money in pro golf but not so much in the amateur
game, so we feel we have a role of substance in
promoting the amateurs.
“This is when the players are younger and being
molded, so it gives me great satisfaction to see how
former Spirit participants Jordan Spieth, Jason Day
and others are conducting themselves so well now
as the top professionals. Lexi Thompson was just 14 when she
Noah Goodwin of Corinth and Chandler Phillips of Huntsville
played here and is now at the top of the LPGA at age 23. The
and Texas A&M on board with U.S. Women’s Amateur champion
Spirit is the place to see the game’s future stars.”
Sophia Schubert of the University of Texas and Alabama’s Lauren
Rob Addington, executive director of the Texas Golf Association,
Stephenson. The other teams had not been yet selected but the U.S.
was the captain of the winning U.S. team in 2015 and thus invited
team has committed to playing in two of the three fundraising
back to guide the Americans again this year. At the helm of one of
events on Nov. 3-4.
the largest state golf associations in the country for the past 16
“Of course they are all disappointed about not being able to
years, Addington has participated in lots of premier amateur events
compete,” Addington said. “And they have heard how special The
but says without a doubt his captaincy at The Spirit tops them all.
Spirit is from other players in the past like Phillip Barbaree, who
The 2017 American team was set with U.S. Junior champion
played so well for us in 2015 and is a close friend of Noah’s.
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“But to show you what kind of attitude these players have, I
spoke with Sophia, who was passing up a Texas team event in
Cabo San Lucas to play in The Spirit, and said I would understand
if she played in the team event now,” Addington said.
“But she stopped me before I could finish and said she wanted
to come and be part of the fundraising on both days. That just told
me how mature she is and understands the importance of helping
others who are in need because of the hurricanes.”
One of the special events that will feature the U.S. Team is the
Spirit International Appreciation Outing on Friday, Nov. 3. It will
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include all of the tournament sponsors, with a
portion of each Spirit Sponsorship fee directed
to the Hurricane Harvey Relief Fund.
Then on the following day, the U.S. Team will
take part in the Membership Campaign Kick-Off
Golf Outing that is open to members of Whispering
Pines and invited guests. Both events will feature
shotgun starts and post-round receptions.
Prior to that first weekend in November, a
special pro-am will be held at Whispering Pines
on Sunday, Oct. 29. This is where individual
golfers can go to their club pro and request their
club enter one or more teams.
The pro-am will feature 27 teams consisting
of a pro and three amateurs with a shotgun start
at 11 a.m. on each of the 27 holes comprising the
championship course and “The Needler,” perhaps
the best 9-hole par 3 course in the country, according to Whispering Pines head pro Chris Rowe.
“The pro-am is very special to me,” said
Rowe, who served 10 years as golf professional
at Colonial Country Club before joining
Whispering Pines.
“I have been a member of both the Southern
Texas PGA and the Northern Texas PGA. I know
a bunch of the guys who have been wanting to
play here for a long time and this will allow
them to do so and for a very good cause.
“All of our manufacturing partners are donating
prizes so it's going to be special and we priced it
reasonably at $1,500 per team,” Rowe said. “Our
course is in really good shape. We had to do some
work to restore some of the bunkers, but we were
very fortunate. I think everyone in the golf business
knows a lot of our colleagues have been adversely
affected so this is a chance to do something good
and give back to the game.”
Rowe cited the hardships imposed on some
of his fellow PGA golf professionals that work
at courses severely impacted by the floods that
ravaged Houston and the Gulf Coast area.
“You think about some of my friends who
work giving lessons at courses that are shut down for now an
maybe in the future and you realize just how uncertain life can be,”
Rowe said. “The storms have made all of us stop and think about
how fortunate we are and how we need to help.”
Robertson agrees.
“We want golfers to know that if they catch the spirit, there is
a place for them here as members,” he said. “If they are interested
in charitable giving, we will introduce them to members because
we are all about raising money for charity. Our members have that
as a shared value.” TL
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